
Are you looking for ways to strengthen your child’s math skills this 

summer?  Don’t want packets of problems for your child to labor 

through?  Here are some ideas of ways you can help your child practice 

math in his/her daily life. 

 

K-2 

**Have your child help cook or make things that require more than one 

step. 

**play games which use dice. If your child doesn’t know the sum 

immediately, be sure s/he starts with the big number on the dice and 

then counts on with the other dice.  For example:  Student rolls 4 and 2.  

Student starts with 4 and then counts two more…5, 6. 

**Play hopscotch with your child. 

**Do exercises together and count aloud as you do them. 

**Do jigsaw puzzles. 

** Model your own math.  “We need two loaves of bread.  Each loaf 

costs about $1.50.  I need to take in $3 plus extra for tax.” 

**Help your child with a summer lemonade stand. Encourage them to 

make change and make the lemonade. 

**Have your child total the number of pages s/he reads this summer. 

**Look for patterns around you. 

**Empty the change out of your pockets or purse every now and then.  

Have your child determine the total.  Sometimes, let him/her keep the 

money if they get the right total. 

**Total the number of blue (or any color) cars that you see while on a 

drive in the car—maybe keep a running total for the summer. 

**Go to a museum. 

**Clap to the beat of a song on the radio.  Better yet—dance! 

**Talk about time.  How long you will be at the pool?  What time you are 

leaving…Not just “when the big hand is on the 4.” Expose your child to 

the time, “twenty after.” 

 

 
 



 
3-5 

**When your child asks “when?” questions, answer in ways that make 

them think.  When they ask “What time?” give them an elapsed time 

answer like “in fifteen more minutes.”  When they ask “How long?” Tell 

them the time that the next event occurs and ask them to figure out the 

length of time. 

**Estimate the bill together when you go to the grocery store or out to 

dinner. 

**When traveling, have a family ‘contest’ to determine what time you will 

arrive at your destination. Guess to the minute. 

**Send your child to the concession stand to purchase something.  Have 

him/her figure out the money and what s/he can buy. 

**Complete logic puzzles or Sudokus together. 

**Encourage estimation.  “How many glasses of lemonade can we get 

out of this pitcher?” “How many people are in the movie theatre with 

us?” 

**Help your child figure out his/her team’s batting average. 

**Teach your child to score a sport—for example how to keep the book 

for a baseball game or how to score a bowling game. 

**Do mental math while traveling in the car.  Count by 7’s as high as you 

can. Keep a running total:  5 + 2. x 5. -3. ÷4.  What do you get? 

**Use time language words (quarter after, quarter til). 

**Play card games as a family—esp. those that involve strategy. 

**Encourage your child to play an instrument—even if it is the drums! 

**Challenge your child to look at a pan of brownies as fractions.  Is each 

piece worth the same fraction? 

**Have your child measure how far s/he jumped or slid on the Slip and 

Slide.  Can they beat it the next time?  Can you? 

**Look closely at the gas pump when you are filling up your car.  What 

patterns can you see? 

**Have your child write a recipe for something.  Try to make it together by 

following the recipe.  Does anything need to be changed? 

 


